Dorstone Parish Plan

Joint Parish Council Meeting

held on Thurs. 6t Jan 2011, at 7.30pm
at Dorstone Village Hall

No AGENDA ITEM | ACTION | WHO
1. Present:
Colin Thomas, , Bryn Brooks, , Mary Hession, Penny Platts, Julian Reeves,
Linda Wilcox (HALC), Karen Usher
2. | Apologies for absence: Simon Gaze, Pat Rye, Chris Hendy, Toni Birchenough
3. Minutes of the Meeting held on 3rd June 2010 had been issued
previously.
4, Matters Arising
CT had updated conservation documents.
Dog Fouling - reference made in Parish Newsletters, but no specific
details on rules etc. Linda W pointed out threat of Dog Wardens and on-
the-spot fines as a potential tactic against specific offenders. Ordinary
bins can be used as long as faeces is in plastic bag.
5. To review Progress on ACTION PLANS

a) Planning, Housing etc.

The approval of Appendix F Parish Planning Guidance was reported.
Planners can refer to it, and applicants need to look at it first. Linda
Wilcox felt that this was a major achievement and a key part of the
successful implementation of the Plan.

b) Communications

Website being upgraded.

DFR continues to send out information via JP’s email system which has
130 contacts + posters etc. Parish Council puts information out via
DFR, on website and a newsletter.

Hi Speed BROADBAND - Karen Usher

South Herefordshire, plus parts of Powys & Monmouthshire are being
trialled for rural hi-speed Broadband. Information needs to be collected
on present provision, speeds and usage. Who needs it/doesn’t want it -
and why.

KU asked if the people who distributed/collected the Parish Plan
guestionnaires could be used again. JP has list. It was clear that the
distributors would need to be well informed, as the questions likely to
be asked will be technical. Also, people need to be made aware of
many changes coming in which will call for direct contacts with various
government agencies via broadband.

A Distributors’ Meeting will be held at the Village Hall, open also to
anyone interested in knowing more about the project. A Sunday
afternoon was a possible time.

BB raised the problem of poor MOBILE PHONE reception, which is a
much greater hindrance to a large number of people in the area.

C) Traffic Matters
Representative of Amey had reported that, whilst the number of cases
on the speed control waiting list has come down from 87 to 68,
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Dorstone was not amongst the top 20 cases. It will be at least October
2011 before Dorstone reaches the top. The meeting felt this was not
good enough and the support of the Ward Councillor should be sought
to bring pressure to get this done asap.

Potholes - by Bridge Cottage and road towards Bage.

Bus Shelter — no suitable location can be found.

d) Environment
Sewerage pollution tests re. septic tanks discharge are still being sought
in watercourses in village. Needs to be pushed on.

e) Village Facilities

Playing Field - Details given by Julian Reeves and Bryn Brooks on
possible new developments — the old play area has had faults rectified,
and there are plans for a new area nearer the river.

VHall - New projection equipment has been installed.

) Youth Issues

Involvement of young people in Parish affairs

This led to a debate on how we encourage people to stand for the
various organisations in the Parish and in particular the Parish Council.
Linda Wilcox explained the promotional work that HALC were
planning in the months leading up to the May Elections. It was felt
that information about this needs to be sent out by the Parish Council
as a matter of urgency.

Films - 2 young people will be shown how to use the projection
equipment with a view to having Saturday Matinee films for children.
Church - no information available on the progress re toilets/kitchen or
activities for children/families.
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Any Other Business

Localism Bill - Linda Wilcox gave a broad overview of the likely impact
of the Localism Bill and the potentially enhanced role for Parish
Councils in the future. She stressed the importance of attaining Quality
status as a minimum for undertaking any additional responsibilities and
successfully obtaining additional funding. A Power of Competency can
be attained by the best Parish Councils which will enable them to give
funding support to any suitable organisations in their community. Also,
the ‘Big Society’ Government initiative will offer Participatory
Budgeting to some Parish Councils.

**|t was suggested that a Parish Plan Update should be on every Parish
Council Agenda, to keep up forward progress.

Date of Next Meeting

Scheduled for June 2011 - after Council Elections in May. The
New Council will have an opportunity of assessing - with the Parish
Plan Steering Group - the best way of moving the Action Points in the
Plan forward.
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